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genii which were accepted by the common man ; and in the
lowest grade were gods of rural China like Tai Shan, a
favourite god of the Chinese agriculturists.

In course of time Taoism was also influenced by Buddhism.
In fact Buddhism brought about a great transformation in the
nature of Taoism. The Tao was changed into a personafied
God and the change in demons was also effected. Mahayan
Buddhism brought a sublimating eflect and influence on
Taoism. It gave to the people persona) immortality which
was supposed at one time merely the virtue of heavenly Gods.
Similarly the theory of Karma as modified* by Buddhism was
also accepted by Taoism. As an average man was ignorant
and incapable of grasping the supreme truth, a device of sin
and virtue was devised to persuade people to accept the path
of righteous actions. For example here is one statement that
gives us an idea about the matter :

"For all great sins of men 12'years of life are but cut off;
for small sins one hundred days."

Still further, a sense of universal brotherhood and respect
for non-violence became acceptable to Taoism because of the
influence of Buddhism. There is one typical statement that
enjoins observance of non-violence, "The good man, while
walking and seeing at his feet a blade of living grass, lifts his
feet and passes without treading upon it."

In the modern period we find that Taoism had developed
two schools; one is called Northern School and the other is
known as the Southern School. In the Northern school
meditation, metaphysical speculation and practice of
pranayarna play important roles. But these factors are not
so important in the Southern School. Taoism believes in
Cosmic energy and it is thought that if people obey this
energy they can get health, wealth, and prosperity, mental
pd material prosperity. The object of Taoism is to obtain